
 
Pine-Richland Middle School 

   Parental Override for Student Placement: 
     Academic Reading to World Language  

 
PRMS carefully assesses all students to ensure appropriate academic placement. However, some parents 

choose to override the school’s placement decision. Completion of this form will initiate this process.  

Academic Reading to World Language  
Explanation of Academic Reading: This course extends the instructional design of Reading 7. The 
course is taken in place of a full year of foreign language. It is designed to cultivate critical literacy 
skills so that students reach their maximum potential in all areas of learning. The breadth of genre 
includes short stories, articles, poems, and essays. There is a targeted focus on the application of 
comprehension skills that can be applied in other content areas. Examples of skills include: 
note-taking and test-taking strategies, fluency development, organization skills, vocabulary 
development, listening skills, and critical thinking skills. Monitored technology is utilized to provide a 
wide choice of independent reading while individualizing the instructional format.  

Explanation of World Language: French I This full-year course offers 8th grade students a 
comprehensive introduction to the French language and culture of francophone countries. Learners 
engage in speech for everyday communication, as well as a variety of cultural aspects all presented 
in a contextualized format that allows students to participate in a customized language experience. 
Course completion exposes students to the value of their role in a global society. German I In this 
full-year course, 8th grade students begin developing the basic language learning skills of speaking, 
writing, listening and reading in German. Emphasis is placed in basic language functions, grammar 
and structure such as verb conjugations, word order of statements and questions, case 
understanding and noun groupings. Vocabulary development focuses on topics such as personal 
introductions and descriptions, family, hobbies and school. Additional topics such as geography of 
German speaking Europe, regional language variations and cultural and holiday celebrations are also 
highlighted. Spanish I Spanish I provides the 8th grade learner with an exciting introduction to the 
Spanish language and culture by focusing on the beginning stages of communication. Learning is 
facilitated through the study of relevant thematic units emphasizing vocabulary, grammar, 
pronunciation and cultural competency. These units of study are infused with the history and current 
customs of Spanish-speaking countries, thus providing students with a well-rounded, meaningful 
exposure to the Spanish-speaking world.  

 
Please sign on the back side of this form. 

 
 
 
 



I am requesting that my son/daughter __________________________ not be enrolled in the 
Academic Reading class for which he/she has been recommended. I am aware that my son/daughter 
was screened for the program and that the screening indicated a need for the intervention. I 
acknowledge that my request to not enroll my student in the Reading course is contrary to the 
recommendation of the school district.  

Parent Signature: _____________________________________ Date: _______________  

Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _______________  

Please give a rationale concerning why you want your son/daughter to not participate in this 
district’s recommendation.  


